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What is the GHS?

l Worldwide harmonization of chemical regulations

l United Nations initiative – 1992

l Protection / cost / trade

l Decade of efforts and cooperation

l System fully operational by 2008



What is the GHS?

l Official text – the “ Purple Book”

l Guidance document only

l Not set in stone



What is the GHS?

l Hazardous chemical substances, dilute solutions 
and mixtures

l Four categories:
- transportation
- workplace
- consumer use
- pesticides



What is the GHS?

l Standardized statements, symbols, signal words

l Building blocks

l Consumer product vs industrial product



Canada’s Role

l Two main objectives:

1) Harmonization between sectors

2) Harmonization between NAFTA countries



Canada’s Role

l Four key sectors:

Health Canada
- consumer chemical products
- pest control products
- workplace chemicals (WHMIS)

Transport Canada
- Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG)



Canada’s Role

l General Issues Committee (GIC)

l Sectoral Working Groups

l Ad Hoc Expert Groups



Canada’s Role

l IDL

l Trade secrets

l Timeline 2008

l Length of transition period?



What is the Rest of the World 
Doing?

l United States

- OSHA

- EPA

- CPSC

- DOT



What is the Rest of the World 
Doing?

l Europe

- Summer 2006

- REACH or stand-alone?



What is the Rest of the World 
Doing?

l Asia-Pacific

- Various stages

- Not very active to advanced

- Korea and Singapore most ahead



Specific Changes - Classification

l Common system

l Mixtures have tiered approach

- data available

- bridging principles, if applicable

- hazard based on known ingredients



Specific Changes - Classification

l Hazard classes 

l Physical – flammability

l Health – acute toxicity

l Environmental – aquatic toxicity



Specific Changes - Classification

l Flammable Liquid

- Category 1: extremely flammable

- Category 2: highly flammable

- Category 3: flammable

- Category 4: combustible



Specific Changes - Classification

l Physical hazard criteria

l Health hazard criteria



Specific Changes - Labels

l Standardized pictograms, signal words, hazard 
statements

l Six label elements



Specific Changes - Labels
l Pictograms

- Black symbol

- White background

- Red diamond frame

- Black frame – domestic



Specific Changes - Labels



Specific Changes - Labels

l Transport pictograms

- Same GHS symbols

- Background and colour currently used



Specific Changes - Labels



Specific Changes - Labels

l Two standardized signal words

l Danger / Warning

l Emphasize hazard

l Discriminate between levels



Specific Changes - MSDS

l Format

l Sixteen sections

l WHMIS = nine sections



So … What Now?

l All aspects of chemical business

l Chemicals: evaluated and classified 

l MSDSs rewritten

l Labels redesigned

l Start-up costs?



So … What Now?

l Do your homework

l How will it affect your business?

l Review manpower needs

l Be prepared



Website

l Health Canada

www.hc-sc.gc.ca

- A-Z Index at top right
- Click on “ G”
- Globally Harmonized System



Thank you.
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